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All comments and questions should be
forwarded to the author:

516-551-4732
leonmayer18@gmail.com
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Introduction about my father

To write about my father, even briefly, is such an
overwhelmingly difficult task. My father was so complete in so
many areas. He had so many contrasting yet complementary
traits, which he brought together in a harmony of spirit that
was so unique. In truth, it seems impossible to attempt to
describe to anyone who was not fortunate enough to know
him.

He was so humble but so much in the public eye for all of
his chesed. He was so wise, but his thoughts and ideas always
had the character of simplicity. He had the deepest love for
Torah, but it seemed to be overshadowed by his chesed.

He did not value materialism, but he thoroughly enjoyed
life and appreciated the luxuries with which he was blessed. He
was very proud of his accomplishments, but he did not take
credit for himself. Rather, he attributed everything to “mazel”
and Hashem’s kindness. He was always hurting over the loss of
his father but did not let it detract from his "simchas
hachayim" - his joy of life. He always had a smile, along with a
tear sparkling in his eye.

My father was a very deep person. He mastered the art of
combining the most important qualities of life, different as they
may be, into one cohesive whole. He had a larger than life
presence, which cannot be described to anyone who was not
fortunate enough to know him firsthand.

Everyone knows about his chesed. Sometimes, he felt
obligated to publicize certain acts in order to inspire and
encourage others to follow his lead. He especially felt the
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importance of honoring his father through public acts of
chesed.

But far beyond his public acts of chesed, were the many
acts of chesed of which no one but the recipients will ever
know. How many wives will never know of the times in which
their main support was coming from him, sometimes spanning
years or even decades? How many broken-hearted people
were there, who not only relied on his financial support,
unknown to anyone else, but also came to him for hours of
advice and emotional support? How many Rabbeim “invested”
with him over the years, only to find out many years later that
the profits they “earned” were really tzedakah gifts from him.
There were probably dozens of people whose entire livelihood
came through him, in so many ways.

How many Jewish children had a yeshiva education
because of him? Some of them know that it came from him, but
some will never know. How many people wronged him over
the years, some in very serious ways, but when they found
themselves in need, he was there for them to help them?

My father did not feel that anyone owed him anything, or
that he was better than anyone else. He respected rich and
poor alike. He never let the tzedakah he gave detract from the
respect he showed the recipients. There were times and
instances where it was amazing to me to see the level of kavod
and respect he gave to individuals whom he was quietly giving
significant support to.

He supported many yeshivos, in many cases quietly,
unassumingly, and with no expectation of receiving honor or
favors in return.

My father enjoyed life. He liked to have a good time. He was
always so relaxed and chilled out, and everyone found him so
easy to approach and befriend. He always seemed so relatable
to all types of people, at all ages and in all religious and social
circles. He liked to be comfortable and was not worried about
how others perceived him. His muscle shirts and shorts (“Zaidy
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shorts” as some grandchildren called them) were certainly a
trademark.

While he was so chilled out and down to earth and loved
enjoying life, he had a tremendously passionate and deep love
for Torah. This was also part of the beauty of how he
harmonized the many diverse facets of his life. Perhaps due to
his great appreciation for the beauties of life he had a deep
perspective and appreciation for the true joy and beauty of
learning Torah.

[ have no doubt that of all his many accomplishments, none
of them compared in his eyes to his love and appreciation for
Torah study. He always had a set time to learn each day. As the
years went on, he added more and more time for Torah, until
finally he was learning for several hours each day.

He took his Torah study very seriously, reviewing what he
learned, working hard to master the language and text of the
Gemara and filling notebooks with original ideas and those he
heard or read. When we were learning together, he always
insisted on reading the text himself. He wanted to make sure
that he had every single word of the text clear. He thought
deeply about Torah and loved nothing more than a good Torah
"chiddush" (insight).

In his later years, he told me that when he couldn’t sleep at
night (he never slept well) he would lie in bed reading English
Torah books rather than novels, to utilize all that extra time.
He would always be working on a good "kashia" (a question to
be resolved) and loved talking to people about it. Anyone he
met was fair game to be posed with his kashia.

Even in his last week of life, despite the torturous pain he
endured, he finished the fifth perek of Bava Basra and asked
me to bring the paperback Gemara from his house, so that he
could continue learning the next perek in the hospital. Sadly,
he did not have that opportunity.
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At the shiva, one of his oldest childhood friends told me
that he never felt an ounce of jealousy towards my father for all
his success in business. What really made him jealous was my
father's love of learning, which just kept growing year after
year.

My father’s kibud av v’eim was perfect. The love and
respect he had and demonstrated was too deep to put into
words. It was obvious to everyone how he stepped into his
father’s shoes to care for the entire family from the moment of
his father's passing until his own passing many years later.

His perfection in kibud av v’eim extended to Uncle Izzy,
Uncle Maish as well as to my mother’s parents. He never went
a week without speaking with all of them. He treated them all
with genuine respect, as a son would treat his own parents.

His greatest pride in the world was his family. He made it
so very clear to my siblings and me how much he loved us. He
would write us each long personal letters, detailing his love for
each of us. When he would give us brachos on Friday night,
there were often tears in his eyes. But when he blessed us
before Yom Kippur, his face was completely soaked in tears by
the time he finished the bracha.

The love and respect my father showed to my mother
cannot be captured by words. They did everything together. In
more recent years, during his illness, she was by his side 24
hours a day. She went far above and beyond all expectations to
take care of him. His last conversations with me fully revolved
around my mother. By that point, he no longer was concerned
about himself at all. All that mattered to him was that she
would be taken care of.

This sefer is being written as a zchus for my father. I firmly
believe that he has no lack of merits in Shamayim, but
nonetheless [ know how proud he would be of this. May we all
learn from his great legacy and may this sefer bring an aliyah
to his neshama.
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